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1 . SECDEF (ISA) HAS PROVIDED FOLLOWING ANSWERS TO 
INDICATED QUESTIONS POSED BY AUSTRALIANS IN WASHINGTON: 
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Q. 1. IDENTIFY THE ROLE AND FUNCTION PRESENTLY IDENTIFIED 
BY THE US FOR THE PLANNED REPLACEMENT TERMINAL IN THE SHORT 
AND LONG TERM. 

A. THE AN/MSC-61 TERMINAL IS THE FOLLOW-ON REPLACEMENT FOR 
THE OBSOLETE AN/TSC-54. WITH ITS IMPROVED DESIGN AND 
LARGER ANTENNA, THE MSC-61 WILL PROVIDE CONSIDERABLY 
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IMPROVED COMMUNICATIONS PERFORMANCE THROUGH GREATER 
LINK/???CHANNEL AVAILABILITY AND ENHANCE MAINTAINABILITY AND 
RELIABILITY. 

Q. 2. COMMENT ON THE COMPARABILITY OF 1 ABOVE WITH THE 
EXISTING ROLE AND FUNCTION OF PRESENT SYSTEMS. 

A. WITH ITS STATE-OF-THE-ART DESIGN, THE MSC-61 WILL BE 
A CONSIDERABLE IMPROVEMENT IN COMMUNICATIONS CAPABILITY 
AND CAPACITY OVER THE TSC-54. 

Q. 3. MAKE A CONFIDENT, ALBEIT INTERIM, JUDGMENT 
CONCERNING THE POLICY IMPLICATIONS FOR AUSTRALIA OF 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TERMINAL IN AUSTRALIA. 

A. THE INSTALLATION OF THE MSC-61 WOULD ENHANCE THE 
CAPACITY OF H.E. HOLT TO CARRY OUT ITS PRESENT MISSION. 

THERE WOULD BE NO CHANGE IN THAT MISSION. WE SEE NO 
APPARENT POLICY IMPLICATIONS FOR THE AUSTRALIAN 
GOVERNMENT. 

Q. 4. EXPLAIN THE EXTENT TO WHICH US PLANS FOR ITS 
ESTABLISHMENT ARE HELD BY THE US TO BE PROVISIONAL OR 
FIRM AND FINAL. 

A. PLANS TO PROCURE THE NEW SYSTEM FOR THE US WORLDWIDE 
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COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM ARE RELATIVELY FIRM. CONTRACTS 
HAVE BEEN AWARDED FOR THE ACQUISITION OF THE TECHNICAL 
HARDWARE. CONTEMPLATED INSTALLATION OF THIS HARDWARE 
AT H.E. HOLT IS, HOWEVER, RATHER TENTATIVE. A CONTRACT 
HAS BEEN AWARDED TO EVALUATE THE ARCHITECTURAL AND 
ENGINEERING PROBLEMS INCIDENT TO THE INSTALLATION OF 
THE MSC-61 AT H.E. HOLT. NEVERTHELESS, FUNDS FOR THE 
INSTALLATION HAVE NOT BEEN BUDGETED AND THE AWARDING 
OF ANY CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS PROBABLY WOULD BE 
TWO YEARS AWAY. 

Q. 5. EXPLAIN WHY THE US AUTHORITIES HAVE SO FAR FAILED 
TO BRING THESE MATTERS OFFICIALLY TO THE ATTENTION OF 
THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT - NOTWITHSTANDING THAT THEY 
HAVE PUBLICLY ENVISAGED THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS TO BECOME 
THE HOST TO THE TERMINAL. 

A. US PLANS FOR INSTALLING THE MSC-61 ARE IN THE 
PRELIMINARY STAGES. WITHOUT MEANINGFUL DATA ON COSTS 
AND INSTALLATION PROBLEMS, IT WOULD BE PREMATURE FOR 
THE US GOVERNMENT TO MAKE A FORMAL PRESENTATION ON 
THIS MATTER. THE GOA, AT TECHNICAL LEVELS, HAS BEEN 
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FULLY AWARE OF PLANS FOR MODERNIZATION AND SUBSTITUTION 
OF ADVANCED EQUIPMENT FOR OBSOLESCENT EQUIPMENT ALL ALONG; 
THE SUBSTITUTION OF ADVANCED EQUIPMENT PERFORMING THE 
SAME FUNCTION AS OBSOLESCENT EQUIPMENT HAS NOT BREN 
CONSIDERED TO BE A MATTER REQUIRING FORMAL CONSULTATION 
AT THE GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT LEVEL. SHOULD GOA 
DESIRE HIGHER LEVEL CONSULTATIONS ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS 
WE WILL OF COURSE MEET THIS DESIRE. PRODUCT BROCHURES 
HAVE INDICATED THAT THE TSC-54 WILL BE REPLACED BY THE 
MSC-61; HOWEVER. NO SPECIFIC REFERENCES HAVE BEEN FOUND 
CONCERNING REPLACEMENT OF THE TSC-54 AT H. E. HOLT. 

2. EMBASSY MAY DRAW ON ABOVE IN ANY FURTHER DISCUSSION 
OF ISSUE WITH DFA OFFICIALS POINTING OUR THAT SIMILAR 
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IMPROVEMENTS BEING MADE AT US COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES 
ON WORLD-WIDE BASIS. VANCE 
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